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MISSION WORK IN ALASKA

PROGRESS MADE IN CIVILIZ-
ING THE NATIVES. 3
HOW THE 2MONEY GRANTED RBY THE
UNITED STATES FOR GOVERNMENT
SCHOOLS IS EXPEXNDED.

81TR4A, Alaska, Deeo. 16.—For ten years and
more thousands of earnest, generons Christian
pecplein the States, through their reapective
okurch orgenizations, have been cornsributings to
the maintenance of missions in Alaska. Ibave
nct seen any statemeont in regard 1o the prog-
ress ana eondition of that work, excopt from in-
terested sources, 2ot always acourate in stato-
ment. TFor instance, the Govermental Agent of
Edacation in Alaska embodied in his annval
raport to the Commissioner of Eduncation the
siatement that nineteen teachers were eimn-
vloved at the mission ana training sochool gt
Sitza during the school year of 1888. In con-
trast with thats, a month atter the report was
snbmitiead he published the namnes of all the
teachesrs for the past year in the journal of the
misstonary society, and only ten teachers ap-
pear i thas cataiogne, nine less than the num-
ber oflicially reported to tihes Governmens,
which gave a subsily of $12,500 to aid in the
Industrial edacation of the natives.

When Gen. O. O. Howard was in commana of
122 Department of the Columbia, which, in
miaiters of military jurisdiction, Incinded all of”
Alaska, he visited the Territory, and finding
that the mission organizations of the churches
waers doing nothing toward the civilization and
Caristignizing of the natives there, he took par-
tisuiar palns to urgs that work upon those
soriatics and the immesediate necessity of attend-
ins io it. Vincent Colyer of the Board of Indian
Commissioners in 1869 came to tho Territory,
snd upon his return to Washington urged the
attenlion of Congress to the necessity of doing
something toward edueating the natives, and

slicceaded in  getting an appropriation of ¢

£50.000, bat none of it was ever used, and the
appropriation lapred.

The first organized attempt in this direction 5

wis mads at Forg Wrangle in 1876. Several
Indians of the Tsimvseau tribe of British Co-
ambia, who had come under the infiuence of
Willium Durean at Old Metlaknatla, near forg
Simpson. crossed to Fort Wrangle to obtain
work in outijug wood for the imilitary post, ex-
pressed a desire to hold religious services, as
they were accustomed to do oa the other side
of ihe Doundary, aud Capt. T. P. Jocelyn of the
Twoenty-first Infaniry. in command of the post,
assizpad them a room for that purpose. Mr.
Duonean 1s 2 Scotebman and has alwass bad a
predeliction for thke Presbyterian form of
chorek government, and whatever ideas his
people got from bim in razard to ecclosiastical
control were in that diroction. In Seoptember
of the same year the Rev. Tvromas Croaby vis-
ited Fors Wrangle and organized a Presbyterian
charch, and funds wers raised for the erection
Gf a enanel.

Seon sfterward, Mrs. MeFarland arrived, and
w1ith assistance fro:n home and from the white
traders and the officers at the post she laid the
foundatious of a2 home Por destitute and orphan
Indian cildren.  Tho Casasiar wmine excitemens
arose, eventuzally, and thounsands 0 miners
from all paris of the country fooked to Fors
Wrangle, spending the season fit fer placer
1sininge ap the Stikeen River, about two hun-
dred miics in Briiisa territery, and wintering
23 Wranvle. Tpa Stikeen Iudians then pad a
villaze of aboat three thousand men, women,
aad childrep pear tha military pest, and for
two Wintars, on aceoant of the vresence of so
asny white mep, hundreds of them, the most
abandone:d and reckiess coharaviers, that place
was turned Ingo a perfest pasdemoninm of
saloons, dasce houses, and places of Indian
prostitaiion. Amid al! these disscuraging sir-
roundings the miscion work was carried on by
brava an:i devoizi man and women, and the
howe fer dsstituto children was put on a sure
fociing,

Uuforinnateiy an acecidental fire the next
year deosiroyed tha beiidings, and the home
hed to be gbandoned. Sines then the Govern-
ment hes malntained an Indian school at that
»oint, and the Prashyterian Board of Home
2Miszions nas sustained 2 missiopary and his
fzwnity. The greaiess ohstraction to mission
work uauod zonerai eduneation, not culy there,
butin 21 parts of the Territory where missiens
have besa suprorted for ten yaars and moro,
is the fact that none of tie misdionzries or the
teachers emploved by either the Church or the
Govercment knows more than a few words of
the pative drwalects, The priancipal efford
has bLeen to force tie Indians, ehil-
dran and adults, to think and speak in English,
The next Protesiant missionary effort in South-
eastera Alaska was bhegun st Sitka by the
orgaaizaiion of o 3chooi for the natives, under
the auspices of Caph Beardsiay of the navy
and s wife and a %r. Anstin, who came 1o the
eounlry as an cmpioye of one of the ships
ISR the Wi oTs of Alaska. This was estav-
x4 in the old Rasdan barracks, 2ud becawe
the nuclous of the jopga mission and training
schaol witz i's SU0 Indian punils condueted
under the auspices of the Presbyterian Board
67 tiome Missinus.,

Lo first atiempi a$ Christianizing the natives
of Alaska wis jnade by Rus=sian monks who
cressed Burbicye Sea 1n the seveuniseuth cantury,
and esiapisshed Missions awonys the Aleats on
e wesl co2:3 of Ainariea, Cannibaiism and
i\:nlf:-.:nm,v izen exiaied ull along the North

coasi. When Alaska was ceted to the
@] Srates, in 1567, the Russian missionaries
bad breucnt all the aarives from !eliring Sea to
Smirka within the nfiuence of ihe Church, and
mauy of tpewm eould read and write. From
© down to the British boundary and up to the
narihaast along Chatham Stralis and Lynn
Canai Rus<jan intereourse with the natives
wus litile @more thaz that of traflick-
inc for their furs and skins. The result
wis, that waen the Awerican 1uissionaries and
tenchars came gmong thewm they did not en-
counler the same prejudices waich they found
amoeng ilie Aleuts and Esquimpaux of the wess
coast and 1o Behring Sea. Au Sitlia there has
Ious stueve besn a Gricco-Russian Cathedral.
Thas rezalia and jewels of this church are tne
maost marpiticens 1n the entire cuuntry. Their
value is asitmialed ay 160,000, and the start-
ling and gorgsods dispiay made by the high
charciy digaltarics acd priesis on the humer-
cits Teast days of the Church are emineatly
eateulated 79 ST ihe 1mavination and mystity
the gailves who fioek 1s the services.

By far the grauter porilon of the natives of
the lapgs vilag. adjotuing Sizka are commuuni-
canis of the Rossitan Chured. Religions serv-
ices of an ornute characier are held in the
cathedra) half tii» numoer of days in the year.
Be-11as this appeai to the wonder of the Indians
1he Russian Charch authorities sappert a pros-
prrous [ndian schon! in ths building some dis-
tanzce from the c¢athedral, also occeupied as a
rarsonaze and Swmaller chapel. This is by far
1uem osy succensiul fudian sehool in tha Terri-
tory. Tue beuckes ars constantly filled. anit
ipany  of the ipndizn parent: aitend to
waich the pruaress ol their cbhildren. The
priest, who is very active and energetie, brings
all his influencs to bsar upon ias native par-
ents, ¥ar the purposo of interesting them in the
education of tpeir chiidren, and the result is
that not only here, but in all other parts of the
Territory, where there are Russian Church
s2hools the atiendanca of native children is
more than 200 per cent. ahove that of the Gov-
erament or the Protestant mission achools.

The Dawes Scpatoriai committee when
here last Summer recuvyguizes this difference in
tho Interesy taken by Iadizn parenis and ap-
Pproved the snggestion of the loczl Government
zuihoriitus that paid fodian poiicemen shouid
be emploved at all the schools at the various
inaian viliazes to enforce atiendance, other-
wise the larza sum of $£50,000 annually
expended for ladimn ecducation wouid be
uiierly wasted. That i3 the condition of
tonings mnow. There 1is 8carcely a daily
averaze attendavce of 10 in a school popu-
lation of from 150 to 200 at each village in
Alaska. Fiity thousand rubles are each year
appropriated from the Imperial Treasury

. a1 8%, Peteraburyg for aid to the Church and the

suppors of scnnols 1 Alaska. Part of the
Church revennas is derived from the sale of
candles at funerals and marrigzes and from the
rent of charch property davoted o secular pur-
posea, whiek tbe Grazco-Russian Church, under
the provisions of the treaty, wus allowed to re-
tatn. This is not very valuable, however, as a
source of revenua. The Russian churches
amaong the Aleuts of the_ seal islands of 5t
Paol and Bl Georze in Bearingz &Sea are, in
great part, supported from contrivutions of the
inqusirious waga-caining peovle Of these isl-
ands. The Alaskia Commereizl Company fur-
pishes coal free of co3p to (e parlsh priesis or
the isianads.

“here arc ien Russian schools and churches
%0 the westward of Sitka, cxeiuding the two of
each st St. Pan!l apd St George znd including
that on 8t Mivbael’s Island below the moutn of
the Yukon. Ot laie yenrs there has been a de-
eraed improvement in the character of the
Russian pricsiilood on this coast. Formerly
tney were characterized by drunkenness, gam-
biing, and general licontiousncss. The advent
oi Bishop Visdimir, the Bishop of San Fran-
eclane, whose jurisidietion extends over Alaska,
marked the beginning of a decided change in
that respect. He ia Imbued Wwith Rprogressive
$deus, and, thouzh a subject of the Czar of Rus-
sia 2nd tntenseiy loyval to the mother Church,
15 stropgly Amcrican in feeling, He has
mwade strenuous and effectual efforts at reforia-
jpe the clergy of his Qiocesse, and directed all
%:is infinence in exiending the worlt of the
chured sci200l8 in the development of American
sentiments. By a ukase issued sbout two years
ago he required all the priests 10 acquire the
English langnage as rapidly as possible in order
to be able 10 teach aud preach in that language.
Ie has also established an excellent school in
Sun Franciseo tor the education oI the youny
Tussians of Alaska and creoles of the Westward
Jor mission work among the natives and their
own people. Educated awid purely American
surroundings and Amerivan infiuences, as in 4
eity 1iks San Franelsco, he inforined me that it
Ywae his bolief thes these YOORZ Men wollld bo
Botter fittad for their peeniiar tusks and duties
than many of tho older priests who bave, from
time to tme, heennseng out from Siberia and

ther provincds of Russia. .

Q"?Vhe% the Russians turaed over the Tarrltory

the papulation of Suxa-—Buropesn-—was aboug

4,500. The Church had a theolorlcal seminary
here, and also an educational institution attend-
ed by young women from all the Russian settle-
ments and trading posts to the westward. The
Russian population has wasied away until there
are scarcely 250 people who trace their origin
to Russian ances{ty in any degree. The factis
that there are only four families in Sitka of puro
Russian blood. The reat are mixed with native
bleod. Every vestige of tho theologioal semi-
nary has gone, When the American troops came,
inh 1867, mearly all the younz women 1n the
female sominary were enticed into prostitution
and dissipation by some of the officers and
many of the men of the army, and thus all
traces of the influence of that school, except
the presence of g faw adults of both sexes of a&
mixed origin of an American c¢haraeter, have
been obliterated. The Presbyterian Church ob-
tained the strongest foothold amone Protestant
orgapizations in Southeastern Alaska. By
some asreement, taeit or otherwise, with other
Protestant Churches, that Church was.permitted
to assume control of the entire mission field in
this section of the Territory.

The Presbyterians were iirst on the ground—
before any aevelopmentof the gold and tishery
industries. There ras little apparent induce-
meat to rivalry. As the result ol this sectarian
pre-emption the Presbyterian Board of Home
Missions has succeeded in dsteblishing and
maintaining stations at Howkau and Klawak,
on Prince of Wales Islands; at Fort Wranele,

. at Juneaun, Chileoty, and 8itka, in Southeastern

Alasga. At Howkan Miss MeFarland, who had
ettempted the Indian chiidren’s home at Fort

- Wrangle already.referred to, and after not a

very satisfactory experisnce at Sitka, sstab-
lished another suoh home with funds raised by
her in the East, independent of any assistance
or co-operation on the part of the Board
of Missions. She had fairly suceeedea in
geotting it under way, and it was full of prom-
ise of great; usefulness when fire overtook hor
again two months azo and atterly destroyed
the puildinegs and every vestige of her arduous
and self-sacrificing labors. Let me remark lhere
the great importance of homes of that kind in
Alaska., There is po legislative boay of any
kind in the Territory, no Iindian agencies, and
no local municipal government or autbLority.
Cuongrass has made no provision, though fre-
quentiy ureed to do so, for destitute orphans,
dither Amerlean or native. The entire care of
that class of children depends upou the charity
and generosity of the Church people of the East,
or such as the meagre resources of the people
here perwit them to indulge in voluntarily.

The Mssion apd Tramming .8chool at Sitka
performs the oflice of an erphanage to some
extent, and in that respeot is indispensable.
Several weeks agzo the District Court. in default
of any other provision made by law, or any ap-
propriation by Congress for that espeeia) pur-
pose, apprenticed Hfty boys and giris, orphans
and destitute, from all paris of Southeastern
Alagka, to the manager of the Misston and
Training School, the ziris until they arrive at
the age of eigbreen, and the boys until
they are twenty-one, to bs taught gome
useinl self-sustaining oceupation or voca-
tion. These children were all under the
age of twelve years, and utterly destituie, and
rearly all orphaus, In the ausssnce of any di-
rees provision for their support by the Govern-
ment, and in the absencs of any establishiwent
supported by the funds of the Board of Home
Missions, it would require no vigorous effort of
the imagination to picture the future sufferings
and negleot of these hetpless boys and girls.

Indian parents bave atiection and regard for
their own efispring, as much, perhaps, 28 whites
who may not be much atove their elevation in
civilization, buts yes they have little regard for
youny retatives such as I bave desorived, In
some instances, retatives care for such chiidren,
but ths rule 18 otherwise,

When gold was discovered at Juneau and vi-
cinity in 1880-1, and miners began to flock in
ihere in great numbers, many of them Roman
Cathoiics und Capadian Fremch from British
Columbia, they were followed by the Sisters of
Charity, who a3 ones established a hespital and
a home as far as their mezns would enable
them, and a school a8 well for Indian children.
This ipstitution had the sanetion of Bishop
Sehgars of the Diocese of British Columbia, It
has been mainly supporied by the people of
Juneau, A small Catholic chapel has since been
built, aud a priest assigned to the parish whose
jabors alzo exiend to the neighboring Auk and
Tarko Inujsn villages, many of whose people
arc omployed in the great gold mine of Doug-
lass Island, opposite Juneau.

‘T'wo years 40 the Frisnds gocieties of lowa
and Kansas sent out two iamilies to establish a
wission and & school on Douglass Island. This
is now in a fiourishing condision, though the
school is Dartly supporied by the Government's
paying the szlary oi the teacher. Several hun-
drod aeres ol land at Sheep’s Crule, on ths
mainlaad, thres miles from Douglass Island,
have boen appropriated by the amxents of the
Friends’ Bociety, and_ here they are opening up
an Industrial scheol ro teach, among other
thinga, the Indiang io eultivate sueh vegetables
as ara adapted to thia soil and climate. Ruasian
success in that direetion for years hasdemon-
strated thai there are ut least a dozen varieties
of Yout crops which may be suceessfully culti-
vated in Alaska. The Frieuds’ Society seems to
recognize tue importance of teaching these peo-
ple the ary of diversiryiug thewr focd as one
great step toward their ultimate oivilization.

The Presbyterian Aission st Chilootty has
never been in a very 1ilourishing condition.
Those in charge of it recent!y do noi seem
adapied to ihat psculiar work, ‘Che mission is
situated within a few miles of the three Ohil-
cott villages, on the Chilcott River, and a fow
milea from the head of the Lynn Canal. These
Iudians are furtlier removed from c¢ivilization
than any otiier native tamilies on the southeass
coast or among tue islauds, except the Hoo-
nahs. The whites have not yet won their en-
tire contidence, except a few traders among
them, wilose interests are far from being ideu-
tical with those of the miissionaries. The Gov-
ernment pays a tescher at that point and
furnishes the fuel and supplies, the mis-
sion 8ocietv providing the bwmildings. ‘The
churacteristie honesty of the Chilecoits 1is
1llustrated by an cccurreunce of a few years ago.
Tiey took umbrage at the ireatmens of a native
girl by the missionary, and resolved that the
milssionary an i his fawily shonld leave the sta-
tion in the dead of Wwinter. The missionary
and his family embarked in a cedar canoe, the
wife being in delicate heaith, and rowed down
the inlet 120 miles, in rough and fuggy weath-
er, to Juaneay, the nearest place of sarety. Thewr
supplies for a year when tuey left wers accu-
mulated 1n a log sturebouse, protected wheun
they left by nothing more than a common
latch. When they returned, a year atterward,
<he affair having been sausfactorily settled,
they found that not 2 single article, either in
the dwelling, the schoolhounse, or the store-
house, had either been disturbed or pilfered,
though the Winter had besn 2a exceedingly se-
vare one and tood scarce av all tke Indian vil-
lages,

Thres years ago the Catholic Bishop, Sehgars,
of British Coluwmbia, with some Jesult assooi-
ates, entered the Yukon Valiey by tue Chileat
Pass and endeavored to essabiisl? missions
awmong the nauves znd miners within British
torritory in that vailey, as the Dominjon au-
thorities claim it. OUne of his associates, a
young Jesuit student named Parker, in a tiz of
partiel 1zsanity and lLspelled, 1t is sud, by the
aeluston thap the Bishop intended killing him,
shot und wurdersd Bishop Sezhars above St.
Mijchael’s. The body was brought down on the
Thet1s {ast year and interred at Vietoria, while
Parker was tried bere ior the crime, convicied
of wanslaughter, ant senienced to the peniten-
tiary for ten years.

Three missions and sciools, inder tha con-
trol of the Jesuit Fathers, were esiablished on
the Yukon, within undisputed Awmorican terri-
wory. by Bishop Sehgara, Their exact condi-
tion i3 not Known to the authorities here, for
while the preseant Bishop of Britisn Columbdia
has asked the Bureaun of Edueation at Wash-
ington to exXtend the szme subaidy to those
mission schools 28 is g1ven to Proiestant insti-
tutions of a similar character 1n Alagka, he has
so far deelined to furnisi any kind of a report
as 1o pumber of pupils there and at otner
places, a8 2 proper basla of subsidy, as is done
in the case of Protestant missions, though re-
quested several times so to Go.

The Fres Church of Sweden has sent out two
misslonaries, who are stationed as Yakutat, 200
miles west of Sitia. Neitner of them either
speaks or understands Thinklet, and only one of
tuem can undersiand alittle Euglish, There is
ore Wwhite trader at that point and about two
sundred natives, wio getb a iiviug by hunting
and iishing. The ladies ¢f the Methodist Epis-
copal Church supporc one imission west of

- Yakatat, while tie Governmesnt pays the

salary of a teacher ay that station. Sev-
eral of the teachers of Government schools
at Ocnalaska and vicinity are Kaptist clergy-
men, who engage in mission work when
not employed in tueir recular school dutles.
The Russlan priests at those stations bave pro-
tested againgt such & union of functions and
aiseonraged the attendance of creole and na-
tive puplis at the Governwent schoois so long
as ihese missionary and edusgational fuunctions
are united in the persons of the teachers of ihe
Government schools. In that attitude they re-
gard the Goverament school as simply a covert
for seciarian proseiyu:nz. Koth the Commission-
er of Education and who Yerritorial School
Board have entered upon effective measures to
guard against these evil conseguences to
the Governinent sciools. Without the eo-
operation of the local priests and the
native parents,in_situations so rewmote, the
Governmegt school system among themn will
be an absoluie fajlure. The Protestant Episco-
pal Church has established a mission at Anvik,
on the Yukon, and 18 making preparations to
epdarge it into an industrial scuool tor the
natives.

I bave endeavorad to passin review in a hasty
manner what has been done in mission work in
Alaska, 8o that those at home may have some
ijea of how the woaey which is voted by Con-
gress for Government schools and given by
tho zenerous peoplo of the States is employed,
and with what present success and prospecis
of future success.
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