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NOVEL RELIGIOUS SERVICE

Celcbration of the Litargy of the Orthodox
Oriental Chureh at Trinity Chapel,

Anniversary of the Accession of the
Emperor Alexamder II. to the
Thrcne of Russia.

A REMARKABLE EVENT IN HISTORY.

»’

Inaugaration of the Russo-Greek Church
in America.

The Liturgy of the Orthodox Osiental Church

was celebrated yesterday in Trinity Chapel by Rev.’

Aaarius Hoxcuarenrgo. Tioe service is perhaps more

popularly known as that of the Russo-Greek Church.
1n itseif this event may be regarded as historic, it
belng the first public celebration of the Russlan{or
Greek) Church, not only in this city, but on the

American Continent. But throughout Christendom,
and especially in Burope, it cannot fail to be re-
garded as an event ot great rellgious and political
significance, It is well known that the leading
minds of the Episcopal Church both here and in Eng-
land have for some yesrs been earnestly engsged in
an eflort to establish intercommunion with the
Russo Greek Church, and there are two commit-
tees of churchmen here and in England working
conjointly with vigorous activity and very great zeal
for this vbject. The ecclesastical importance of es-
tabiishing cordial fratermal reiations, if not unre-
stricted intercommunion, betweea the Rugso-Greek
Church and the Protestant Episcopal Church of the
United States, which most resemble each other in
structure anda historical antecedents, was distinctly
recognized by the jatter body in its last general con-
~vention. heldin the City of New-York in October,
15862, A motion made by Rev. Dr. Taraty, elerical
delegate from Calitornia, was earnestly seconded by
Mr. Sam’L B. RuealLEs, lay delegate from New-York,
for a committee to Inguire into the expediency
of opening intercourse between the two churches. A
committee of eight members, embracing three of the
‘American Bishops, three other clerical members end
two lay delegates, was accordingly appointed. Two
of its members—Rev. Dr. Youne and Mr, 8. B. Rua-
-gLE8—since their appointment have visited Russia,
for the purpose of fullv possessing themselves of the
information, ecclesiastic and secular, necessary for
‘their report to the coming convention in Octcber
.next, embracing not merely matters ot doctrine and
.¥ituel, but the more practical and secular questions,
such us burial of the dead, visitation of the -sick,
&c., necessarily growing out of the rap-
id!y increasing intercourse bLetween the two
great nations, {n their respective terriio-
xies on the Pacificc. The Bishop of Oxtord,
An presenting a petitlon to the Upper House
.of Convocalion from the Lower, in England, in
July, 1863, on this subject, said: * If there is one
matter upon earth which it would be & blessed thing
‘to0 help forward, it would surely be the inter-
change of the visible acis of communion between
our own branch of the church at home and in Amerl-
-ca with the orthodox branches of the Eastern Church.
* r Those who have studied the controversy with
.Rome, know that there is nothing more important in
.maintaining our position against the usurpations of
Rome than the independent position of the Eastern
«Church ; and if we can suengthen the bonds of in-
tercourse between taat church and ourselves, it
would be one of the greaiest blessings that can be

.gonceived.” And now it might be sald that if the
great poiut in view ig not attuined by this service in
one of tLe great Episcopal edifices of tiis city, it is
easy tn see how far the members of the Oriental
«£hurch sre infiluerced by the efforts made in tanis
direciion on both s:des of the Atlantic.

The osiensible occxweion of the service was no less
Rappy. rnrincly, the anniversary of the accession ot
the Emmveror ALyxaxDpER [l to the throne of Russia,
dor the cetepration ot which the Rev. Dr. Dix, the
pastor vi Trinmity Caurcl, cordiully sanclioned by the
Bishop of the Diocese, exienced the hosgpitality of
Trintty Chavel as a tuken of international as well as
_xeligicus symypathy.

THE RUSSO-GREBEEK CLERGYMAN.

The lev. Acarios HHONCHARENKO is an amiable and
dlgnificy-icoking clergymnn, ot some 50 years of
age. Heis a Russ:an by birth, and a gracuate ot the
Ecclestastical Acacemy ot St. Petersourgh. The
ship Alezander Nevsiy. that some tweive months ago
left tnis city tor Aihens, brought word to the Grecian
capital that there was 8 large number of the Ortho-
dox Chuch in this country without a pastor, and he

_came on. volunteering his services, accredited by
the Metropolitan of Atnens and the Holy Synod of
the Kingdom ol Greece,

THE RUSSO-GEEEK FAITH.

The '‘Greek church holds the doctrine of szeven
sacraments or mysteries of which Baptism and the
Eucharist are reckoned the chief ; of the consecra-
tion of the Eucharst, though theydo not acknow-
Jedge * transubstantiation,” so-called ; of veneration,
though ot worship, of the Virgin, the saints, tne
meritoriousness of fasiing and ether works, and the
bierarcnical orders, and monasticism. Jt disowns
the authositv of the Pope, aud lavs no claim to in-
fallibiiity, It performs babtism by trine immersion.
It admusisters the Lord’s Supper in both kinds, and
gives the sacraments of confirmation and com-
muunion to .children immediately after baptism. It
disowrns the existence of purgatory, but prays for the
feithful departed that God would have mercy on
them a: tlie General Judegment. The principal act
of worship is the ceiebration of the Liturgy or com-
.munion ofEce ; only one celebration is atlowed at the
same altar {which they call taole). The Litany used
As that of S¢{. Joux Curzgosroy whick is sn abreviation
.Of that of $i{. BasiL, which was an amplification of
-4he Ltturgy of St. Jaues of Jerusalem, It admits
“©t no images Ia reltet or embossed work, but
>uses pictures as sacred represeatations to promote
religi :us remembrance. It approves of the mar-
riage ot priests, provided they marry previously to
ertering into holy orders. it condemns s€cond mar-
risces of priests and feurth marriages ef laymen.
Jt keeps four fasts in the year move solemnly then
the rest. The churches are mostly duilt in the form
ot a cross; the altar standa toward the east, undera
dome. which is bigker than the nave, and separated
from it by a partition board coniaiging three doors,
the.giddle one beigg called the sacread door, which,
opened, permits the altar to be seen. Al tue begin.
ning ot the sacred iitwrgy the doors are closed and
opensd several times during -the service, but closed
at the most solemn part of the iiturgy. Benches.are
pot used, and during the service the people do nct
sit but cland, and occasionally:Xneel.

THE CELEBEATION OF YESTERSAY.

‘The Russian clergymar was.dressed :in the phe-
lonion or white robe, ecovering the whele person,
underneath which was a scarlet stole or epitrachelion.
‘Tne white robe was open in f{ront, and the red stole
could be seen in the cpening. The sppearance of
the vestments was reclly .picturesque. The altar
was that ordinarily used at Trinity Chapei, and was
lighted at both ends with gas, and the chandelfer,
which overhecngs the chancel. was slso lil. The
clergvman stoed at the middle-of the eltar the greater
part of the time, and around it stood Bishop Soura-
@ATE, Dis. Dix and McVickag, (the ojdest presbyter
of the diocese of New-Yore,) ard Rew. Dr. THRALL,
member of the Russo-Greek Gammiitee.

Tae church, both alsles and galleries, was crowd-
ed with ladies and gentlemea to 1iis utmost extent,
although tkere had been no adverstisement in the pa-
pers regarging the celebravion. Thkere were present
upwara of {ifty clergymen ot ¢he city and neighbor-
hood. The music, (8nly vocal,) was very $ine, The
ceremonies were impressive. sclemn, and, to almost
every one prasent, novel, but exceedingly interest-
ing, and, it might be aaid, beauiiful. We ought to
say that there were.sqme SiXty .Greeks and sbout
twerly Scalvoanians or Russians present, who occu-
pied s=ats in frong of the altar.

Tne service was the usual liturgy of the Greek
Chureh. Itbegae with the benediction,  Blessed
be the Kingdom of the Fatker, 8on and Holv Ghost,
now amu forever upto sges of ages” the choir re-
sponding, Amen.

The ectexe or litany of -twelve petliions was pext
chanted by the priest; the choir singing Hospode
pomelue (Lerd have mercy and hear ut.) At ihe con-
clusian of that, the cheir sang e bestitudes in Eng-
1lsh, The cholr then sang the Frisagion »*Holy Gog,
f,?gﬁ :‘:“”Mi&hW; Holy and Imumortal, have mercy

Prlest—Wisdom, stand ap : let s hear the Holy
G'(Fl]];)elé Peace to ail,

e .Gospel is next announced, and -the choir sings,
Slavatebye Hospodo. Slavatebye; or ** LoXy hee,
© Lord. Glory be 1o Theeo’" OF "Gla¥y be to T

Another gctene longer than she first s said, and

ontains the petition for the Imperiat. family of
ussfa. Tnen comes the Ege Cha?:veme wnu{h is
4hue rendeied into English verss by Mrs, ELizADETH

= ,paxer BROWNING.
* See the glorious Cherubim
éhrgn.gzgz roiundtﬁhg %te’rngl's throne—
ark! they sing their ho mns
o the nnknowns'l‘hree in 5 4
All supporting Deity,
Living spirit, praise to Thee! .

Pe-t. re worldly tumults, rest;
419 bet all be peace ang joy» . -

ne.

Grief no more shall rend our breast,
Tears no more shall dew our eye,

Heaven directed spirits rise

1o the temple of the skies !

Join the ranks of angels bright

Near the Hiternal's dazzling light.
Hallelujah!

Arother ectene follows this bymn, and then comes
the N:cene creed in Euglish, with the omission (a
strik ng ore to all our readers) of the clause, * and
‘é‘go‘“‘)')‘-” {in speaking of the procession of the Holy

- {Tols interpolation of the Holy Ghost, proceeding
from the Father and the Son, was introduced into the
creec by Nicaoras L., Bishop of Rome of the Ninth
Century, without the sanction of the JEcumenical
Cour.ci.]

Next comes :

Priest—Stand we well.; stand we with fear.
us ntiend to offer the boly obligation in peace.

Choir—Tne annointing of .peace, the sacrifice of
peace.

THE -CANON OR SOLEMN PART OF THE SACRIFICE.

Priest—The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
jove of God the Father,and the fellowship of ihe
Holy Ghost be with you all. .

Choir—And with thy spirit.

Priest- Let us lift up our hearts.

Choir—We litt them up unto the Lord.

Priest—Let us give thanks unto the Lord,

Cnoir—It is meet and right to worship the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghost, the consubstantial and
undiviaed Trinity.

Holy ! Holy! Holy! Lord God of Sabbaoth, Heav-
en and earth are filied with thy glory. Hosanmah in
the Highest. Biessed is He that comeln in the name
of the Lord. Hosannah in the Highest! .

The priest next recits the words of the Institute
in secret, ana then exclaiming aloud, ** In behalf
and for all, we offer Thee thine own ot thine own.”

Choir—Thee we hymn; Thee we praise ; to Thee

we give thanks, Lord, and pray to Thee, our God.
At tne conclusion of the Liturgy, the Priest chaunts
a short ectene with & prayer, said secretly, at which
the Priest exclaims—* And make us worthy O!
Lord, with boldness anda without condemnation 10
cail uoon Thee, our God ana Fatner which artin
BHeaven, and to say :”

Cho'r—Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. (sung
in English,)

1he consecration being completed the Priestre-
ceives, and during his communion i3 sung the Cheru-
bic hymn.

Priest—Let us go in peace, .

‘And then follows a prayer sald aloud, which is re-
garded by all churchmen as very peautiful and -
pressive :

« Lord, who blessest them that bless Thee, and sav-
est them that put their trust in Thee, save Thy peo-
ple, and bless Thineinheritance. Guard with careghe
futiness of Thy Church., Hallow those who love the
beauty of Thine house. Give Thy peace to the
worla, to Thy churches, to our priests and klngs, to
the ;army, and to all Thv people; because every
good gift and every perfect gift 1s from Thee, and
cometn down from the Father of Light. And to
Thee we ascribe all glory, worship_and houor, as 1s
most due Thee, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, now
and ever, and to ages of ages, Amen.”

The priest. making mention ofjthe Imperial famliy
of Russia ssys: Mnohanyan lyate, (many days or
long life.)

This entled the 11turgy.

Next came the prayer for the Imperial family of
Russta, being tne special service ordered to be used
in Russia 1or the Emperor and Empress.

It begins with a long ectene of fifteen petitions, to
which the choir makes the customary responses, to
each, Slava tebye Hospoio, Slava tebye.

The priest and congregation then kneel, (the form-
er at a distance from the aitar, in the outer chgmcel,)
and all joln secretly in prayer. Then all rise and
sing Glorta in Excelsis, in English,

At the conciusion the cuoir siog Mnohahyah lyate,
which is tbe hymn at which the congregation tase
their departure.

TRE MUSIC AND ARRANGEMENTS.

The success of this celebration, yesterday, In
Trinity Chapel, was chieflv, it not altogether, owing
to the exertions of Rev. J. F. Youna, who, for the
last three weeks, has been at work night and day 1o
getting up the arrangements, both in conuection
with the altar and the choral services. Tne wmuslo
was that of the Russian Church, brought fromn St.
Petersburgh by Dr. YouNG, who made it avallavie for
the present occasion, by putiiog the Sclavonian
sounds into the Epgiish characters or letters, and
arranging it in four parns. ‘The choir, although not
numerous, was highiy effective, the chords frequent-
Iy produced swelling with llquld sweetlness, and fill-
ing the church with harmony that well suited tbe oc-
caslon. Messrs. A1KEN, FrosT, Rockwoop, Davies.
TrATCEER and LEaGET deserve well, notonly for their
choral edectiveness, but for their kinaness in volun-
teering their services for the celebraton.
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